Educational Seminar on Domestic Violence for specialised staff 

(lawyers, judges)
organized by the Association for the Prevention and Handling

of Violence in the Family (SPAVO),

Semeli Hotel, Nicosia, 23 March 2017, 15:00
Honorable President of the Supreme Court, 
Distinguished Guests, 
Dear Colleagues, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,
I am pleased to welcome you all to the Educational Seminar on Domestic Violence, organised by the Association for the Prevention and Handling of Violence in the Family, -under the auspices of the Minister of Justice and Public Order-, with the financial support of the Norway Grants.
As you all know, violence against women is one of the most pervasive violations of human rights, as it constitutes a breach of the fundamental right to liberty, security, dignity, equality between women and men, non-discrimination and physical and mental integrity and even to life.
According to european and international studies, women and girls are the main victims of gender-based violence. In Cyprus, almost 82% of the victims of domestic violence are women, while the 79% of the perpetrators are men. According to a recent european study, 1 in 5 women experiences physical violence at least once during her adult life, at least 1 in 10 experiences sexual violence, while 1 in 5 women experiences domestic violence.
Gender based violence is an extreme manifestation of the historically unequal power relations between women and men and a cause and consequence of gender inequality. The right of women and girls to live free of violence depends on the protection of their human rights and the existence of a strong chain of justice.

In Cyprus, during the last years, major developments have taken place in the area of violence against women, such as:

-the signing of the Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence Against Women and Domestic Violence, also known as Istanbul Convention,

-the preparation of a bill entitled The Protection from Harassment and Stalking and other Related Issues Law, criminalising harassment and stalking, which is due to be enacted,

-the drafting of a bill on Combating Violence against Women and girls, which is due for public consultation,
-the operation of the telephone helpline 1440 run by the Association for the Prevention and Handling of Violence in the Family on a 24-hour basis, with the financial support of the Ministry of Justice and Public Order,

-the operation on a pancyprian basis of two shelters for the victims of domestic violence also by the Association for the Prevention and Handling of Violence in the Family,
-the encouragement of victims to report cases of violence, 
-the systematic training of professionals working in the field, 
-the strengthening of the Police Domestic Violence and Child Abuse Office, 
-the improvement of data collection, 
-the development of research in the field, 
-the implementation of awareness-raising campaigns addressed to the general public and women in particular and 
-the support provided by the Government to NGOs providing protection and assistance to victims of violence.

Combating domestic violence and violence against women is indisputably a priority for the Cyprus Government and, for this reason, the Government of Nicos Anastasiades, in close cooperation with NGOs, proceeds, despite financial difficulties, with the ratification of the Istanbul Convention in line with a Decision of the Council of Ministers’ dated 07.03.2017.
This Convention is a very important, binding, international instrument, the first of its kind, which contributes substantially to the development of a comprehensive legal framework and policies for the protection and empowerment of victims of all forms of violence against women. Further, it promotes international cooperation to effectively combat and punish the perpetrators of domestic violence and violence against women.
The Ministry of Justice and Public Order, through the budget of the National Machinery for Women’s Rights supports NGOs in implementing programs and awareness-raising campaigns and encourage victims to use the services for assistance, as well as to resort to justice.
At this point, allow me to congratulate the Association for the Prevention and Handling of Violence in the Family for its tireless efforts to combat domestic violence in our country, through the supportive services that provides for 27 years to the victims, as well as to the perpetrators of domestic violence. I assure you, Mrs Boyiadji, that we will continue to support strongly all your efforts towards this direction.
Ladies and gentlemen,

Despite all the positive developments, we all know that we have to do much more to respond to the cries of people and especially women and children who have suffered violence or are still suffering. We have to do much more to end these horrible abuses and the impunity that allows these human rights violations to continue. 

Combating and eliminating all forms of violence against women requires significant efforts and coordinated policies and measures at national and european level, as well as a comprehensive approach targeting the key issues of prevention, protection, victim support and prosecution of perpetrators.
With these final thoughts, I would like to welcome you all once again to this very fruitful and constructive, I believe, seminar and wish you all the best. 

Thank you. 
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